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To a man of vigorous intellect and arduous curiosity like his own, reading without a regular plan may be beneficial; though even such a man must submit to it, if he would attain a full understanding of any of the sciences.
To such a degree of unrestrained frankness had he now accustomed me, that in the course of this evening I talked of-the numerous reflections which had been thrown out against him1 on account of his having accepted a pension from his present Majesty. ' Why, Sir, (said he, with a hearty laugh,) it is a mighty foolish noise that they make2. I have accepted of a pension as a reward which has been thought due to my literary merit; and now that I have this pension, I am the same man in every respect that I have ever been3; I retain the same principles. It is true, that I cannot now curse (smiling) the House of Hanover; nor would it be decent for me to drink, King James's health in the wine that King George gives me money to pay for. But, Sir, I think that the pleasure of cursing the House of Hanover, and drinking King James's health, are amply overbalanced by three hundred pounds a year.'
There was here, most certainly, an affectation of more Jacob-itism than he really had; and indeed an intention of admitting, for the moment, in a much greater extent than it really existed, the charge of disaffection imputed to him by the world4, merely
table. " Books," said lie, " that you     ness which must always be produced may carry to the fire, and hold readily     in a vigorous mind, by an absolute in your hand, are the most useful     freedom from all pressing- or domes-after all."' Johnson's Works (1787),     tick engagements.' xi. 197. See also The Idler, No. 67,        4 See/fl.tf, April 13, 1773, Sept. 1:7 and post, April 12, 1776, and under     and 19, 1777, March 21, 1783, and Sept. 22, 1777.                                       June 9, 1784. Lord Shelbunie says :
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tacked him   in Aug. 1762   in  The     Jacobite parties had become almost
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wards, he said, with a smile, ' I wish     fered in common, for it was the policy
my pension were twice as large, that     of Sir Robert Walpole to confound
they might   make   twice   as   much     them as much as possible, so as to
noise.'   BOSWELL.                                throw the Jacobite odium upon every
3 In one thing at least   he was     man who opposed government.' Fitz-
changecl.   He could now indulge in     maurice's   Shelburne,  i. 35.     Lord
the full bent, to use his own words     Bolingbroke   (Works, iii. 28)  com-
(Works, viii. 136), 'that inquisitive-     plains that the writers on the side of
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